Evidence of respiratory tract infection induced by equine herpesvirus, type 2, in the horse.
Five horses were experimentally exposed to equine herpesvirus 2 strain LK. Two young foals developed chronic pharyngitis (98 and 232 days, respectively). Growth characteristics, cytopathic effects (CPE), inclusion body formation, ether sensitivity, and immunofluorescent analysis indicated that the virus recovered from infected animals was a herpesvirus serologically identical with, or at least antigenically related to EHV-2 strain LK. No significant complement-fixing (CF) or virus-neutralizing (VN) antibody responses were observed in adult horses while both foals demonstrated a rise in CF antibody titer. One of the two foals demonstrated a rise in VN antibody only. The results suggest that EHV-2 virus induced chronic pharyngitis, primarily the result of lymphoid proliferation, with no overt clinical signs.